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Raising funds  
and awareness
Students from Downside School’s St. Teresa Service 
Community were invited to visit our Stokes Croft site 
so we could say ‘thank you’ and let them see some of 
the work they have supported. 

In January a group of upper sixth-formers slept out to raise 
money for us, and succeeded in raising an incredible 
£2,000. The visiting students were given a presentation  
on homelessness, our work, and how their fabulous 
fundraising will support us, before a quick tour around  
our offices, workshops, warehouse and shop where  
they met both formerly homeless, and staff members of  
the Emmaus Bristol team. 

We were very impressed with the students, both with the 
questions they asked, and their understanding and 
empathy for people who’ve experienced troubles that have 
led to losing their homes.

Thank you to all individuals, social and 
faith groups and businesses who have 
donated funds to us this year

Focusing 
on individual 
Emmaus 
stories 
We’ve been working at our 
Emmaus Vintage shop with 
photographer Colin Moody 
on his Visit Bristol-backed 
project to document the 
people behind the shops of 
the Gloucester Road. 

Colin’s worked with homeless 
people before, but has 
become intrigued by the 
stories of our shop team – 
chatting to them whilst 
photographing them in their 
place of work – and about the 
unique Emmaus approach to 
homelessness. 

He’s asked whether he might 
spend some time with our 
van and warehouse crews to 
learn about the operations 
that service our shops. It will 
be great to see a visual essay 
of how Emmaus operates  
to help people move on  
from homelessness.  

Instagram:  
@emmausvintagebristol  
@moodycolin319

Visit Emmaus Vintage at 
332 Gloucester Road,  
BS7 8TJ



Greener, fitter, cleaner
Most Companions* now walk or cycle between home and 
work, and between our sites. We’ve run a Couch-to-5k 
running group and Fran, our Senior Support Worker, is soon to 
start a walking group.

TravelWest have supported us with the loan of an e-bike 
which we use as a pool bike – any Companion can borrow 
it for trips around Bristol or further afield. As the hills in Bristol 
can be a bit daunting for the novice cyclist, it’s a brilliant way of 
cycling more. TravelWest also paid for trainers and lights so 
that more people can go out walking, running and cycling in 
the evenings.

As well as being good for our physical and mental health, active 
travel doesn’t contribute to air pollution, which is a huge 
problem in Bristol. 

We were keen to understand 
more about the air quality 
around us, so we joined 
Knowle West Media Centre’s 
REPLICATE project. KWMC’s 
team installed air quality 
sensors at our sites in Stokes 
Croft and The Dings, and a 
portable sensor on one of our 
vans to monitor air quality on 
the move.

After a period of data 
collection, Companions took 
part in KWMC workshops to 
learn how to interpret the data 
and, to bring the topic to life, 
designed a tool that could 
visualise the air quality data. 

With support from technicians, 
participants built an interactive 
‘Travel Air Gauge’ to 
demonstrate how different 
ways to travel impact on air 
quality. Based on a see-saw 
balance the guage invites you 
to ‘tip the balance’ in favour of 
more sustainable travel.
Far Left: Students visit Emmaus for a tour
Photo: Downside School

Left: Travel Air Guage
Photo: KWMC

A great way to support us
All day, all night and all year round Emmaus Bristol  
is a home for as long as it’s needed. A monthly donation  
helps us do what we do the whole year through.  
Please go to www.justgiving.com/emmausbristol  
click ‘Donate’ and then ‘Monthly’. Thank you so much.

* Formerly homeless people who are part of the Emmaus team are know as ‘Companions’



Earlier this year, we shared Jon’s story on 
Facebook*. Jon gained work experience 
with us as a van driver – we have two  
3.5 tonne trucks with which we operate 
our House Clearance, Collections and 
Delivery services. 

Working with Catch 22, a Barclays Bank 
initiative to ‘connect people with employment’ 
through training and work experience, Jon 
was able to train and then pass his HGV 
driving test. He was unsurprisingly overjoyed. 
Within just a few weeks, Jon had landed a 
permanent, full-time driving job. He’s currently 
living in our ‘move-on’ house.

Five other Companions have worked hard to 
successfully move-on since our last 
newsletter, finding work in construction, 
house-keeping, I.T. sales and manufacturing. 
Three have moved on into their own 

accommodation already, and the others are 
living within the community until they find 
suitable accommodation. 

Our support continues even after 
someone has left Emmaus Bristol. 
Recently a former Companion got in touch to 
say he’d lost his job. As one of the estimated  
16.5 million working-age adults in the UK with 
no savings he was unable to pay the rent due. 
We helped him to research job opportunities. 
Thankfully he found work immediately, but it 
was a frightening time, and a nasty reminder 
of the fragility of moving on from Emmaus into 
a society with very little support when things 
go wrong.

* If you’re on Facebook, and aren’t one of  
our ‘friends’ yet, you’ll find us at  
facebook.com/emmausbristol. We’re also 
on Twitter at twitter.com/EmmausBristol

Moving on into work

“I’m chuffed to bits.  
I’ll be ever grateful  
to Emmaus for 
helping me. 

Without you, I’d not 
have had access  
to the funding for 
the course”.

Please support us with a monthly donation: www.justgiving.com/emmausbristol



Renovation 
appeal update
A massive thank you to 
everyone who kindly 
contributed to the 
renovation of the three 
empty houses we have taken 
on from Bristol City Council. 
That’s a total of nine bedrooms 
brought back in to use for people 
who are homeless, or at risk of 
homelessness, to live in. Individuals, 
local businesses and charities have 
all supported us with this project 
– donating time, money and skills to 
get it done. Thank you to you all!

One house is now home to a family 
of five, Companions who have 
recently got jobs are moving into the 
second, and the third house is just 
waiting for the insulation to be 
finished before it becomes available. 

Open House
We will have an Open House for 
supporters of the project on 
Saturday 27th July between 10am 
and 12 noon so that you can drop 
round to have a look at the work 
that’s been done – and enjoy a  
cup of tea.

If you’d like to come, email 
jessica@emmausbristol.org.uk 
for the address and to let her 
know you are coming. 

With the renovation project finished, 
it’s time for us to think about how 
we can further expand our 
accommodation, as homelessness 
in Bristol continues to rise.

Since November, the Emmaus Bristol team has 
benefited from around £2000-worth of tickets 
to Bristol City FC matches at Ashton Gate 
courtesy of defender and Australian national 
team member, Bailey Wright. Bailey first got in 
touch with us last year and has become a friend to 
us all, especially the football fans amongst us! 

He’s given us signed memorabilia, including Josh 
Brownhill and Nathan Baker’s signed match shirts, 
which has auctioned on eBay raising £533, and he’s 
come to eat with us at our main, 21-bedroomed 
house in The Dings. At Christmas, Bailey brought a 
home-made chilli con carne to our festive shared 
meal, along with fellow team members Lloyd Kelly, 
Marlon Pack, Frank Fielding and Corey Smith. We 
think we made a favourable impression – all of the 
players commented that they couldn’t tell who 
amongst us was staff, a trustee, a business partner 
or someone who’d been homeless – something we 
take as a great compliment and reflection of our 
ethos that we are all equal!

Jon (left) has been one of the keenest, and most regular to see City play at 
home. When we shared news that he’d got his HGV license and planned to 
move on, Bailey came down to eat with us again and congratulate him.

Cheering 
on the 
team



We found artist Alpha Wilson with 
help from Vandna Mehta who is 
part of the Diverse Artists’ Network 
and one of our Business Incubator 
tenants. 

Alpha grew up in Stokes Croft and 
was excited about the commission  
which was ‘to reflect the working 
community of the area, with focus 
on Emmaus’ work being an 
important part of the community’. 
Alpha produced four large 
‘canvases’ – now permanently 
exhibited in Upper York Street 
– created with a montage of 
graphics, colour overlays, textures 
and photographs of local 
workplaces like shops, cafés and 
barbers, and the people who work 
in them. Some of the business 
owners depicted actually went to 
school with the artist, who himself 
makes a cameo appearance as do 
Emmaus Bristol team members!

The unveiling of the four artworks 
was done by Alpha, his children, 
Andre and Charlie (who have been 
gaining work experience here  
along with Zach from Mencap 
Employment), and our Jessica  
who began proceedings with a 
short speech.

Communi-tea art
In May we welcomed our supporters, partners and donors to a ‘Communi-tea’  
(a late afternoon tea with cakes, pastries and sandwiches). It was a lovely occasion for 
us to be able to meet those who were able to join us and to say ‘thank you’. We don’t say it 
often enough, but we appreciate your support daily. 

We combined the Communi-tea with the official unveiling of new exterior artworks. 
Last year we were given funds to create an artwork that would bring benefit to the 
community by Tesco Bags of Help grant programme (the remainder paid for the tea!).  



Companion Creativity
In the same week as we launched 
our new digital art work, two 
Companions featured in an 
exhibition at The Station, as part 
of Homelessness Action Week. 
David, one of our artists said:

 “It was an amazing feeling to 

have some of my art on display 

at the Station helping to highlight 

the homeless issue in Bristol. 

Some of the works on display 

were amazing, especially works 

from other Companions. I felt a 

sense of pride and achievement. 

It was a good feeling.” Two of our houses now feature beautiful murals of 
local heroes as part of Iconic Black Britons’ Seven 
Saints of St Pauls project. The seven murals 
celebrating the life and community work of major 
figures of the Windrush Generation form a  
permanent outdoor gallery and educational 
heritage trail. 

Celebrating St Pauls
Artist Michele Curtis and her team have created 
stunning portraits of Roy Hackett and Clifford 
Drummond on our houses. Michele was still looking for 
two more mural sites when Chief Executive, Jessica 
offered walls of two of our properties as canvases –  
“I’m so grateful to Emmaus” she said at the project’s 
launch in late June. 

The launch – in time for the 50th anniversary of  
St Pauls Carnival – was attended by the High 
Commissioner of Jamaica, Seth Ramocan and Peaches 
Golding, Lord Lieutenant of Bristol. Speaking at the 
event Michele quoted Marcus Garvey, the Jamaican-
born campaigner: “What you do today that is 
worthwhile, inspires others to act at some future time.” 
She continued “I can only hope that at some future time, 
my work will inspire others to do the same.”

Guided tours and a self-guide app for the heritage trail 
are launched this year. www.iconicblackbritons.com

Left Vandna Mehta with Alpha Wilson
Photo: Anita Sandle

Above: artworks by Anita and David. 
Bottom photo: David Bishop
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Pass it on
Donations of your pre-loved household items keep our charity going 

Emmaus Micro Communities
Nationwide, the UK’s biggest 
building society, invited 
applications for grants of up to 
£50,000 for housing projects that 
have the potential to strengthen 
communities and help make a 
difference in local areas, ranging 
from innovative new housing, 
improving conditions, to 
supporting the most vulnerable.  

Emmaus Bristol has been awarded a grant to support 
the setting-up of rental house-shares so that formerly 
homeless Companions can move on from our supported 
housing into rented accommodation. In turn, this will 
free up space in our supported housing so that we can 
help those most in need. Our part-time support worker, 
Antonia, is working with landlords to find suitable 
properties and then support Companions who are ready 
to move into them. If you have a property in Bristol that 
you would consider renting to Emmaus Bristol please 
email antonia@emmausbristol.org.uk 

Right now we need quality ornaments, crockery, 
kitchenware and plants as well as furniture  
such as chests of drawers and wardrobes. 
Books, CDs, DVDs and games are always 

welcome too. Drop off to our shops  
9.30am-5pm, Monday to Saturday  

or contact us to arrange a  
collection on 0117 954 0886,  

option 1, or email us at 
reuse@emmausbristol.org.uk

Thank you!

working together to end homelessness

Please support us with a monthly donation: www.justgiving.com/emmausbristol


